Social Security Works
May 2010 FINAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
N=1,000 likely voters nationwide
Oversample among targeted legislative districts

Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1000) (n=543)
Gender of respondent

[ =1 [T 48 48
FEMAIE ..o 52 52
Region
NeW ENgland........cccoveveiiiiiiieee e 6 5
Middle AtIANTIC.........uueeeiiiiiiieeee e 12 11
East NOrth Central........cooooeveeiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 18 16
WeSt NOIrth Central.........eviieeeieiiee e 9 12
SOULN AHANTIC ..ceveieeeee e 19 21
East South Central........c.ooooueiiiiieeiiieeeeee e, 6 9
West South Central........ccooovveeiiiiiieiiiieeeee e, 8 5
1Y/ (0101 x= 11 TR 8 12
PaCITIC..cceeiciie e 15 9
Targeted diStrCTS.........uvvieiieeiiie e 29 100

1. First, are you currently registered to vote?

Y S et 100 100
NO et TERMINATE....... 0 0
(DON't KNOW) ..o TERMINATE....... 0 0

2. How likely are you to vote in the November 2010 election for Congress and other offices -- are you
almost certain to vote, will you probably vote, are the chances about 50-50, are you probably not
going to vote, or are you definitely not going to vote?

AlIMOSE CEIMAIN ...eeiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 88 87
Probably ... 12 13
B50-50 .t TERMINATE....... 0 0
Probably Not ..o, TERMINATE....... 0 0
Definitely NOt ......ocvvvveiiiiie e, TERMINATE....... 0 0

(DONt KNOW) ... TERMINATE....... 0 0

Now | have some questions about Social Security.

3. Onascale from 0 to 100, where 100 is very favorable and 0 is very unfavorable, what is your opinion
of Social Security?

IMIBAIN ...t e 65.8 64.7
100 - Very strongly favorable...........ccocviiiiiiniinncne 24 23
80 =99 1. 18 14
BL — 79 e 18 20
ETO e N (=T U | T 15 17
26 — 49 ... e 5 5
0-25 — Unfavorable...........cccoiiiieeeenininesee e 15 15
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

Now | am going to read you a list of personal concerns that some people have. Thinking about yourself and
your family, please tell me whether you personally are very worried, somewhat worried, a little worried, or not
worried at all about each of these concerns.

Here's the first one. [READ CONCERN]. Are you personally very worried, somewhat worried, a little
worried, or not worried at all about that? REPEAT PROMPT EVERY THREE ITEMS

RANDOMIZE LIST

SPLIT SAMPLE A
4. You or someone in your family being laid off or downsized from a job

VEIY WOITIE. ...ttt 33 37
SOMEWNAL WOITIEA ... 23 19
A TE WOITIE ... 11 12
NOt at all WOITIE........eeeeiieiie et 32 31

(DON'T KNOW).. ettt sttt 1 2
LTLT o] £ =T TR 57 55
NOE WOTTIEA ...t s 42 43

SPLIT SAMPLE A
5. Having enough money to make ends meet

V22T V(o] 1 T=To 33 33
SOMEWNAL WOITIEA ...t 28 24
AT WOITIEA ... 15 16
Not at all WOITIEU...........oeeeeeeeeee e 24 27

(DON'T KNOW).. ettt 1 1
LVLT 6 Y £ =T TR 61 56
[N L0) AT L0 T G T=To IR 39 43

END SPLIT SAMPLE A

SPLIT SAMPLE B
6. Having secure health insurance for your family, even if you lose your job or get sick

VEIY WOITIE. ...ttt 42 38
SOMEWNAL WOITIEA ... an s 23 25
A TE WOITIE ... 11 13
NOt at all WOITIE........eeeiiieiiieeeie e 24 22

(DON'T KNOW).. ettt 0 1
LVLT 6] £ 1= TR 65 63
NOEt WOTTIEA ...t s 35 35

SPLIT SAMPLE B
7. Being able to save for your child’s college education needs

V2= (o] 1 1T 25 20
Somewhat WOITIEd ........cceoceeeieeecieecee e 17 16
A NLEIE WOITIEA .. 9 8
NOt at all WOITIEU........eeeeiieeeeeeeee et 44 49

(DONT KNOW)....cviiiiiiiiieeiieiesee sttt 5 7
ATAY o] =Y SR 42 36
N Lo) SRV ] £ =T I 53 57

END SPLIT SAMPLE B
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

RESUME ASKING ALL
8. Having enough for a financially secure retirement

V=T V(o] 1 T=To 40 36
SOMEWNAL WOITIEA .....evveiieeiiee et 26 25
AT WOITIEA ...t 11 12
Not at all WOITIEU...........oeeeeeeeeee e 23 25

(DON'T KNOW)....evieieiiiitieiieie sttt 1 1
LVLT 6 ] £ =T TR 65 62
[N L0) AT L0 T G T=To TR 34 37

9. Social Security being there when you retire

V=T (o] £ 1Yo 44 43
SOMEWNAL WOITIEA ......vvvviiiieie et 19 21
A NIE WOITIEA ... 10 9
NoOt at all WOITIEM........eeeeiieeeie e 26 26

(DON't KNOW).....eiieiiiecie et s nes 1 1
WOITIEA ...t st s e ebbe e 63 64
N[0 ) ARV 1VZ0 ] € F <o I 36 35

10. How much impact, if any, has the current economy had on your ability to save for your retirement -- a
great deal of impact, some impact, a little impact, or no impact at all?

A great deal of IMPACt ..........oeviiiiiiiiii e 34 32
SOME IMPACT ...eeiiiiiiiee it 32 31
A Ittle IMPACT ... .o 14 16
No impact at all ..........cceeeiiiiie e 18 19

(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 1 2
A great deal /SOmMe iIMPAaCt ......cccevveriiieeeiieee e 67 63
LESS IMPACT ..evieiiiiiieiiiee e 32 35

SPLIT SAMPLE A
11. Who do you think will better handle the issue of Social Security: ROTATE the Republicans in
Congress, the Demaocrats in Congress, or are they both about the same?

Republicans in CONGresS ......uuvveeiviiciiiieiieee e siiiiieeeeeeenn 30 28
Democrats in CONGreSS. ... uuuuviiieeiiiiiiiirieeieeeeessiineneeeeaaeens 26 26
Both about the same.........cccccvvve e, 20 23
(NEITNET) oo 18 16
(DON'T KNOW) 1.ttt 7 7

SPLIT SAMPLE B
12. Who do you think will better handle the issue of Social Security: ROTATE _the Republicans in
Congress, _President Obama, or are they both about the same?

Republicans in CoNGress ........coocvvveriieeeeniieee e 27 31
President Obama ..o 27 23
Both about the same..........cccceiii 23 25

(NEIENET) e 15 14

(DON’t KNOW) ..ttt 8 7
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

SPLIT SAMPLE [ASKED ONLY OF HALF THE SAMPLE]
13. Would you favor or oppose cutting Social Security benefits in order to reduce the federal deficit? [IF
FAVOR/OPPOSE: Is that strongly or not so strongly?]

SroNgly faVOr ... 6 8
NOt SO Strongly favor ........ccoceveiiiiii e 8 8
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE ....covveveeiiiiiee e 10 8
SroNGlY OPPOSE ....eeeeeiiiiiee ettt 71 71
(DON'EKNOW) ..ttt 5 4
FAVOT .. 13 17
OPPOSE ..t 81 79

RESUME ASKING ALL

Now | am going to read you some statements that an elected official could make on the issue of Social
Security. Using a scale from zero to ten, please tell me how you would feel toward an elected official who
made this statement, where 10 means very favorably and 0 means not favorable at all. Here is the first
one, how would you feel toward an elected official who says...

[REPEAT PROMPT EVERY THREE ITEMS: how you would feel toward an elected official who made this
statement, where 10 means very favorably and O means not favorable at all.]

RANDOMIZE Q15-39

14. The money paid into Social Security comes with the commitment it will be paid back to working

Americans.
MEBAN .. 8.1 8.1
10 — Very favorable.........cccvvveeeeie e, 53 55
B 0 19 17
ST A 9 9
S N\ (101 = TR 8 7
0-4-Notfavorable .........oovveeiiiiiieee e 10 10
(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 2 2

SPLIT SAMPLE A
15. Social Security is not a major contributor to the federal deficit.

Y =TT o LR P PR PRPPPPPRIN 6.0 6.0
10 — Very favorable ... 23 24
B m D i e 15 14
B = 7 e ea e 15 15
B = NEULral.....cveiiei e 17 17
0-4-Notfavorable .......cccccoviiieiiiiii e 25 26
(DON'TKNOW) ..o 6 4
16. Social Security belongs to the people who contribute and its beneficiaries, not the government.
MBAN ...t 85 8.7
10 — Very favorable ... 61 65
B — 0 e 17 16
L A SRS 6 7
B = NEULal...cciiie e 9 4
0-4-Notfavorable ........ccoooiiiiiiiiiii e, 6 7
(DON'TKNOW) .ot 0 0
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

17. We have to increase Social Security revenue to ensure Social Security will continue to pay future

benefits.
1Y/ (=T o N 7.0 6.6
10 — Very favorable ... 33 26
S T TR 22 20
B = T e 13 16
Sl N\ (101 = DT 14 18
0-4-Notfavorable ........cccooeeiiiiiiiiiieiiieeee e, 16 18
(DON'TKNOW) .o 3 2

18. Social Security is one of the most important programs this country has ever had and | will make sure
it will continue to be there.

MEBAIN ...t 7.8 7.7
10 — Very favorable ... 46 47
B im0 e ——————— 19 16
B — 7 11 13
B NEULral.....coviie i 10 11
O0-4-Notfavorable .......ccccooeeieiiiiiiiieeieeeeeee e, 13 13
(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 2 0

19. I am committed to Social Security because of the security and stability it provides to millions of retired
Americans.

IMIBAIN ...ttt e et eeeeeeennnee 7.9 8.2
10 — Very favorable.........cccveeieiec e, 43 a7
8 D e 26 24
B — 7 e 10 11
Il NN L= U 1 - | SR 9 11
0-4-Notfavorable ......c.ccccooviiiiiiie e 10 6
(DON'T KNOW) 1.ttt 1 1
20. Social Security is just like any other entitement program and should be cut.
MEBEAIN ... 2.6 29
10 — Very favorable..........coeeiiiiiiiii 8 10
B m 0 i e 5 5
L AR 4 6
B = NEULral.....cveiie e 9 11
0-4-Notfavorable .......cccccoiviieiiiiie e 73 67
(DON'TKNOW) ..ot 1 1
21. We need to make sure that any money borrowed from Social Security is paid back with interest.
IMBAN ...t 8.2 8.1
10 — Very favorable ... 58 58
B m 0 i 17 12
L A SRR SR 6 8
B = NEULral ..o 7 11
0-4-Notfavorable ........cccoiiiiiiiiii 11 11

(DON'TKNOW) .ot 2 2
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

22. Social Security represents the best of American values — honoring our parents and caring for our

neighbors.
MEBAN ... 7.9 7.8
10 — Very favorable ... 46 47
B m 0 e 19 16
B = 7 et e e rara e 13 15
B = NeULral. ..o 10 9
0-4-Notfavorable .......cccceviiiiiiiiiie e 10 12
(DON'TKNOW) .ot 1 1

23. We should not be cutting Social Security benefits. If we need revenue, we should be making Wall
Street pay their fair share.

MEAN ... 7.7 7.5
10 — Very favorable..........cccvveeeeie e, 51 49
B — D 17 14
ST A 7 12
Sl (=101 1 -1 7 8
O-4-Notfavorable .......ccccooeeieiiiiiiiiieeiieeeeeee e, 16 16
(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 1 1

END SPLIT SAMPLE A

SPLIT SAMPLE B
24. We cannot reduce the federal deficit without cutting Social Security benefits.

MEAN ... 3.2 3.2
10 — Very favorable..........cccoveeveeiii e, 7 9
B 0 i ——— 7 5
B 7 e ————— 8 7
STl NN (<101 1 -1 14 16
O-4-Notfavorable .......ccccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 61 60
(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 3 3

25. Social Security belongs to the people who contribute and its beneficiaries, not the government. The
money people put into it should be protected and used only for Social Security.

MEAN ... 8.6 9.0
10 — Very favorable..........ccciiiiiiiii e 64 68
B D 15 16
B — 7 7 6
B — NEULAl. ... 7 4
0-4-Notfavorable ......ccccooveeiiiiiiiiiiie 6 4
(DON'TKNOW) e 0 1

26. Social Security is a promise made to all Americans to provide a basic and reliable retirement income
and | will make sure it will continue to be there.

MEAN .. 7.7 7.7
10 — Very favorable ... 47 50
8 D e 18 16
ST TR 12 12
S N\ T 1 = DT 9 7
0-4-Notfavorable ......ccoooovviiiiiiiiie e, 13 14

(DON'TKNOW) ..o 1 1
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

27. | am committed to Social Security because of the security and stability it provides to millions of retired
Americans, disabled individuals, and children and spouses of deceased workers.

MEBAN ...t 7.9 8.0

10 — Very favorable ... 47 49

B m 0 e 20 21

B = 7 e a e araea e 14 11

B = NEULral ..o 7 5

0-4-Notfavorable .......cccccevviiiiiiiie e 11 11

(DON'TKNOW) .o 2 2
28. | am committed to making sure that Social Security will be there for our children and future

generations.

MEBAN ...ttt nnnene 7.9 8.1

10 — Very favorable.........cccvveieeie e, 51 51

B — 0 e 19 21

L 11 11

B = NEULAl...ceiiie et 7 5

0-4-Notfavorable .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiii i, 13 11

(DON'TKNOW) ..ttt 1 1
29. Social Security is just like any other government program and should be cut.

IMIBAIN ...ttt e e ansebesennneee 2.3 24

10 — Very favorable..........cccuveeiiiiiiii e 7 8

B m D e 3 3

B = 7 e 3 4

B = NEULral. ... 8 4

0-4-Notfavorable .........cccooviiiiiiiiiie e 77 78

(DON't KNOW) 1.ttt 1 2
30. We need to make sure that Washington politicians do not raid Social Security.

MEEAIN ... 8.3 8.5

10 — Very favorable ... 57 61

B m 0 e 16 16

L SRR 7 8

5= NEULral...ccoiii i 6 5

0-4-Notfavorable .........ccoooiiiiiii 10 8

(DON'TKNOW) ..o 3 2
31. Social Security represents the best of American values — rewarding hard work.

IMBAN ...ttt e e e een e nnnnee 7.8 8.1

10 — Very favorable ... 45 50

B — 0 e 21 20

B — 7 e 13 11

B = NEULral...coi i 10 9

0-4-Notfavorable ........cccooveiiiiiiiiii 11 8

(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 1 1

END SPLIT SAMPLE B
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

RESUME ASKING ALL
Now | am going to read you some statements. For each, please tell me if you agree or disagree [IF
AGREE/DISAGREE: Is that strongly or not so strongly?]

PROMPT EVERY THIRD STATEMENT: Do you agree or disagree with this statement? [IF
AGREE/DISAGREE: Is that strongly or not so strongly?]

SPLIT SAMPLE [ASKED ONLY of HALF OF

SAMPLE]
32. Social Security should be guaranteed because it is financed mainly by taxes on employees and their
employers
Y1) ao ] V- To [ £=T= S UERURP 74 73
NOt SO StroONglY Agree .....ccevvvviveeiiiiie e 15 13
Not SO strongly diSAgree .........ovevviieveiiiiiie e 4 5
Strongly diSAQree .....vvvveeeeee e 5 7
(DON't KNOW) ..t e e e 2 2
AQIEE i 89 87
(DT SY= (o | (=T PSRRI 9 11

Now let me read you some different positions an elected official could take on Social Security to make it
more solvent. Please tell me how well each one represents your values using a scale that goes from 0 to
5 where 0 means it doesn’t represent your values and positions at all and 5 means it represents your
values and positions extremely well.

[PROMPT EVERY THIRD STATEMENT:] How well does this represent your values using a scale that
goes from 0 to 5 where 0 means it doesn’t represent your values and positions at all and 5 means it
represents your values and positions extremely well?

RANDOMIZE LIST

SPLIT SAMPLE A
33. Would support requiring wealthy Americans to contribute more to Social Security.

MEAN ... 3.3 3.3
IV e 44 44
Lo 11 | ST 11 13
L 81T 16 13
B o T 7 7
(O] o 1= 6 8
A=Y (o T 16 16
(o] a0 01 (2 [0 )1T) I
(Don't k ) 1 0

SPLIT SAMPLE B
34. Would support requiring all Americans to contribute more to Social Security.

MEBAN .. 2.7 2.7
[ LY 22 23
[0 1 | N 13 11
L 21T 27 27
177 N 11 12
(] 1= 5 6
A=Y (o T 22 20
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

SPLIT SAMPLE A

Here are some changes people are proposing to help make Social Security more solvent. Please tell me
if you would favor or oppose each of the following proposals to make Social Security more solvent [IF
FAVOR/OPPOSE: Is that strongly or not so strongly?]

PROMPT EVERY THIRD STATEMENT: Would you favor or oppose this proposal to make Social Security
more solvent? [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE: Is that strongly or not so strongly?]

RANDOMIZE LIST

35. Gradually raising the normal retirement age from 67 years old to 69.

Strongly faVOr ... 16 15
NoOt SO Strongly favor ...........eeeeiiiiiii e 19 21
NOt SO StroNgly OPPOSE .....vvvieeeieieiiiiiiieie e 18 17
Y1) aTe ] Vo] o] o T 1T 46 45

(DON't KNOW) ..t e e 1 2
AV O ettt 35 36
(O] o] o011 - PSPPI 64 62

36. Requiring employers to pay Social Security taxes on all wages above one-hundred and six thousand
eight-hundred dollars, which they do not do now.

SroNglY fAVOF ..o 45 45
NOt SO Strongly favor ..........cceveeiiiieii e 24 25
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....covvvieeiiiiee et 12 13
SrONGIY OPPOSE ..evveeeiieeeieiiiiie et 14 12

(DON’t KNOW) .ttt 5 5
= 1V 0 ) 69 71
PP O 26 25

37. Reducing the size of the annual cost of living adjustment.

Strongly favor ... 13 14
Not S0 strongly favor .......ccvvveevveee e, 19 23
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE ....evvvveeeieeeeeiiieee e 18 13
StroNgly OPPOSE ....evvieiiiiiie et 42 44

(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 8 6
FAVOT .. 33 37
OPPOSE .ttt 60 57

38. Reducing the amount of disability benefits paid out to workers who develop physical or mental
disabilities and can no longer work.

Strongly favor.......c.uvvieeeeee e 10 10
Not SO strongly favor ... 13 16
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ...evevvieeeiiiciiiieeee e 19 18
Y1) aTe ] Vo] o] o1 1S - R 55 50

(DON't KNOW) .ttt e e e e 3 6
FAVOTI ..o 24 26

(O 0] o011 = 73 68
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10

40.

41.

42.

43.

Targeted

Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

39. Reducing the amount of survivor benefits paid to children under age 19 whose parents have died or

become disabled and had paid into the system as workers.

SroNgly fAVOF .....ccoiiiiiiiii e 9
NOt SO Strongly favor ..........ccceeeeiiiiiii e 16
NOt SO StroNgly OPPOSE .....evviieeieieieiiiiie e 15
SrONGIY OPPOSE ...evveieeieeeieiiiiiie it 57

(DON’t KNOW) .t 3
FAVOT ...t 25
PP O 72

Strongly faVOr ... 41
Not so strongly favor ........cceveeeveeiii i, 24
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....covvveveeeiiiiee e 12
StroNglY OPPOSE .. .vvvieiiiiiiee ittt saeee e 17

(DON't KNOW) .t e e e 6
FaVOT....iiiiiiii 65
PP OS ceeee 30

SroNgly fAVOF .....ooiiiiiiiiee e 36
NOt SO Strongly favor ..........ccceveeiiiiieiee e 22
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....covvvieeiiiiieeeiiiee e 13
SroNglY OPPOSE ....evveeiiiiiiee ittt 23

(DON’t KNOW) .ottt 6
FAVOT ... 59

12
16
18
52

3

27
70

Reducing the amount of benefits paid to widows whose deceased spouses have died and had paid
into the system as workers.

SroNgly favor ... 7 13
Not S0 strongly favor ........c.c.evveevveeiii e, 10 12
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....covveieeiiiiee et 16 15
SroNglY OPPOSE ....eeiieiiiiiieeiiiiee et 64 58

(DON'T KNOW) 1.ttt 3 2
= 1V Y 17 25
OPPOSE ..ttt 80 73

Increasing taxes on corporations and dedicating the money to Social Security.

Strongly favor.......c.cvvieeeeeee e 39 43
Not so strongly favor ..., 19 20
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE ....covvveeeiiiiiee et 15 11
Y1) aTe ] Vo] o] o 1o 1S - RS 22 23

(DON't KNOW) ..t 4 4
FAVOT ... 59 63
(O 0] o L0 1= = 37 34

Gradually removing the Social Security cap so that the social security payroll tax would apply to
employees earning above one-hundred and six thousand eight-hundred dollars, which it does not
apply to now.

40
22
10
20

7

62
30

Establishing a financial tax on Wall Street speculation that would tax frequent trading of stocks and
other assets, and dedicate the money to Social Security.

30
24
12
27

7

54
39
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

44. Reducing the benefits of workers earning more than 30,000 dollars a year.

SroNgly favOr ... 9 8
NOt SO Strongly favor ..........ccceeeiiiiiie e 13 16
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....covvvieeiiiiieeeriiee e 17 14
SONGIY OPPOSE ...evveieiieeeieiiiiieee e 57 58

(DON’t KNOW) .ttt 4 4
= 1V 0 ) 22 24
PP O S 74 72

45. Taxing estates worth more than $3.5 million dollars and dedicating the money to Social Security.

Strongly favor ... 37 38
Not S0 strongly favor .........c.evveevveeiii e, 21 18
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE ....evvvveeiieeeeeiiiieer e 12 12
Y] aTe ] Vo] o] o T 1S - 24 27

(DON'T KNOW) 1.ttt 5 5
FAVOT ... 58 56
(O 0 0 L0 1= > 37 39

46. Reducing or eliminating the Social Security benefits of future retirees with household incomes above
60,000 dollars.

Srongly favor ... 9 13
Not S0 strongly favor ........ccvveeeieee e, 16 14
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE ....covvvvveeiiiiiee e 19 18
Syt 0] aTe ] Vo] o] o1 1S -SSR 52 52

(DON't KNOW) .ttt e 4 3
VO .. 25 27
(O 0] 0 L0 =1 = 71 70

END SPLIT SAMPLE A

SPLIT SAMPLE B

Here are some changes people are proposing to Social Security in order to reduce the federal deficit.
Please tell me if you would favor or oppose each of the following changes to Social Security to reduce the
federal deficit [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE: Is that strongly or not so strongly?]

PROMPT EVERY THIRD STATEMENT: Would you favor or oppose this change to reduce the federal
deficit? [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE: Is that strongly or not so strongly?]

RANDOMIZE LIST

47. Gradually raising the normal retirement age from 67 years old to 69.

Strongly favor.......cuveeeeeeee e 16 12
NOt SO Strongly faVOr ........cccuviieiiiiie e 18 18
NOt SO StroNgly OPPOSE .....vvveveiiiiieeeeiiiee e 14 14
Sy 0] gTe ] YA o] o] o1 1S - 50 54

(DON't KNOW) ..ottt e e e 2 2
FaVOTI ..ot 35 31

O PO et ———— 64 68
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48.

49.

50.

51.

Targeted

Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

Requiring employers to pay Social Security taxes on all wages above one-hundred and six thousand

eight-hundred dollars which they do not do now........

SrONGLY fAVOF ...cooiiiiiie i
NOt SO Strongly favor .........occoveeiiiiiiie e
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE .....ceeiuveeriiieiiiee it
SrONGIY OPPOSE ..eveeeeiieeeieiiiiie e e

(DON’t KNOW) .t

Reducing the size of the annual cost of living adjustment.

Srongly faVvOor ........ovviieeeee e
Not S0 strongly favor ........c.c.evevevieeiii e,
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....covvveeeiiiiiee e
SroNGlY OPPOSE ....veeeeiiiiiiie ettt

(DON'T KNOW) 1.ttt

Reducing the amount of disability benefits paid out to workers who develop physical or mental

disabilities and can no longer work.

Strongly favor ...
Not S0 strongly favor ........ccvveeeieee e,
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....eeeevvvreeiieicivee e ecireesieeeseee e
Syt 0] aTe ] Vo] o] o1 1S -SSR

(DON't KNOW) ..t

48
18
7
20
7

66
27

12
14
12
53

8

26
66

12
11
15
55

8

23
70

Reducing the amount of survivor benefits paid to children under age 19 whose parents have died or

become disabled and had paid into the system as workers.

Srongly faVOr ...
Not SO Strongly favor ...
NOt SO StroNgly OPPOSE .....eevuvieiiiieiiieeriiee e
StroNgly OPPOSE ....vvvveiiiiiiee ittt

(DON'T KNOW) 1.ttt

10
14
11
61

5

24
72
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

52. Reducing the amount of benefits paid to widows whose deceased spouses have died and had paid
into the system as workers.

SrONGLY fAVOF ...cooiiiiiii i 10 11
NOt SO Strongly favor .........occveeiiiiiiie e 10 9
NOt SO StroNgly OPPOSE .....vvvvieeieeeiiiiiieeee e 15 11
SONGIY OPPOSE -..eveeeeiieeeee it 63 65

(DON’t KNOW) ..ttt 3 4
AV O e 19 20
PP O 77 76

53. Increasing taxes on corporations and dedicating the money to Social Security.

Srongly faVvOor ........ovviieeeee e 40 36
Not S0 strongly favor ........c.c.evevevieeiii e, 21 19
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE .....vvvveeeieeeeiiiieee e 10 9
SroNGlY OPPOSE ....veeeeiiiiiiie ettt 24 30

(DON'T KNOW) <.ttt 4 6
FAVOT .. 62 55
OPPOSE ..ttt 34 39

54. Gradually removing the Social Security cap so that the social security payroll tax would apply to
employees earning above one-hundred and six thousand eight-hundred dollars, which it does not
apply to now.

Strongly favor.......c.ceviveeeeee e 40 43
Not S0 strongly favor ..., 22 19
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE .....vvvieeiieeeeeiiiieee e 11 10
Y] aTe ] Vo] o] o Yo 1S - R 19 21

(DON'T KNOW) 1.ttt 8 7
FAVOT .. 62 62
(O 0 0 L0 1= > 30 31

55. Establishing a financial tax on Wall Street speculation that would tax frequent trading of stocks and
other assets, and dedicate the money to Social Security.

Strongly faVOr ..o 35 33
Not so strongly favor ........cceveeeeeeiiiiie e, 19 18
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....covveveeeiiiiie et 10 9
SIrONGlY OPPOSE ....vvvieiiiiiiie ettt siaeee e 28 32

(DON't KNOW) ..t e e e e 8 9
FaVOT . ..iiiiiiii e 53 51

PP OS cre 38 41
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

56. Reducing the benefits of workers earning more than 30,000 dollars a year.

SroNgly favOr ... 9 7
NOt SO Strongly favor ..........ccceeeiiiiiie e 13 10
NOt SO StronNgly OPPOSE ....covvvieeiiiiieeeriiee e 16 15
SONGIY OPPOSE ...evveieiieeeieiiiiieee e 56 61

(DON’t KNOW) .ttt 5 7
= 1V 0 ) 22 17
PP O S 72 76

57. Taxing estates worth more than $3.5 million dollars and dedicating the money to Social Security.

Strongly favor ... 36 39
Not S0 strongly favor .........c.evveevveeiii e, 22 17
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE .....vvvveeiieeeeeiiiieeee e 10 8
Y] aTe ] Vo] o] o T 1S - 27 28

(DON'T KNOW) 1.ttt 6 7
FAVOT ... 58 57
(O 0 0 L0 1= > 37 37

58. Reducing or eliminating the Social Security benefits of future retirees with household incomes above
60,000 dollars.

Strongly faVOr ... 12 11
Not so strongly favor ..., 14 12
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE .....vvviviiieeeeeiiiiiieie e 17 20
StroNglY OPPOSE ....vvvieiiiiiie ettt 51 53

(DON't KNOW) 1.ttt e e e 5 4
AV O e 27 23
(O 0] o L0 1= = 69 73

END SPLIT SAMPLE B
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Sometimes during a survey people change their minds.

SPLIT SAMPLE [ASKED OF HALF OF SAMPLE]

59. Would you favor or oppose cutting Social Security benefits in order to reduce the federal deficit? [IF

FAVOR/OPPOSE: Is that strongly or not so strongly?]

Srongly favor .......ceeee i
Not SO strongly favor ........ccocceeeiiie e
NOt SO Strongly OPPOSE .....covvveieiiiiieiiiiiee e
SroNgly OPPOSE ....ovveeiiiiieeiiiiee et

(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt

Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

....... 10 12
......... 8 8
....... 12 12
....... 66 64
......... 3 4
....... 18 20
....... 79 76
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

Finally,  would like to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes only.
60. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an independent, or
something else?

[I[F REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRAT:] Do you consider yourself a strong (Republican/Democrat) or a
not-so-strong (Republican/Democrat)?

[I[F INDEPENDENT:] Would you say that you lean more toward the Republicans or more toward the

Democrats?

Strong Republican............oocciiiiiiiic e 22 26
Not-so-strong Republican ...........ccccovieeeiieiiiiiiiieeice e, 7 5
Independent - lean Republican ..........cccccccovvviiiieineeennnn, 7 6
Republican ... 36 37
TaTo 1T o L= g Yo [=1 o) ARSI 21 21
DEMOCTALIC . ..veiieiiiiie ettt 38 35
Independent - lean DemMOCratiC..........ceevverieeeeiniieeeniieen. 8 6
NOt-SO-Strong DEeMOCTAL ........covveiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 7 6
Strong DEMOCIAL ... 23 23

(DoN't KNOW/OTNET) ...coeiiiiiiiiiieee e 5 7

61. Overall, would you say you support the political movement known as the tea party, you oppose the
tea party movement, or that you neither support nor oppose it?

IS0 o] 0L 31 30
L 0] 010 1= 31 31
[N L= 1 SO 25 26

(DON't KNOW) 1.ttt 13 13

62. What is the last year of schooling that you have completed?

DO NOT READ

1-12th Qrade ..o 3 2
High school graduate ..., 24 25
Non-college poSt H.S. e 1 2
SOME COIIEGE ... 29 26
College graduate.........ccccceevveiiviieiieie et 28 32
Post-graduate SChool ...........cccceeeeeiiiiiiiiiece e, 14 12

(DON'TKNOW) .o 1 1
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Natl. t

Targeted
otal districts

(n=1,000) (n=543)

63. What is your age?

64. If Refused: | am going to read you some age categories. Please stop me when we get to your

category:

18-24 YRAIS ..ottt 5
25-29 e 6
B0-34 e 6
3530 e 9
BO-B4 ..o 7
A5-89 ..o 12
50-54 ... 8
5561 i 18
B2-64 ... 6
B5-69 ...t 6
TO-T4 o 6
75 AN OVET ... 10

(Refused/don™t KNOW) .......cooiiiieiiiiiiieeieeee e 1

RESUME ASKING ALL

=

(=Y

=
PPRPOOO~NORLNNOOO O

65. Are you married, unmarried with a partner, single, separated, widowed, or divorced?

MAFTIEA ..o 67
Unmarried with parner........ccccccceeei e 3
SINGIE e 15
Separated/diVOrCed.........coovvviiiiiiiiie e 6
WIOWED ... 8

(DONTKNOW) .t 1

66. Do you have any children ages eighteen or younger living at ho

Y S it 29
N O ettt 70
(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 1

me with you?

67. Are you or is any member of your household a member of a teachers’ union or a labor union?

Yes, teaChers ... 8
YES, 1abor ..o 10
YES, bOth .o 2
Lo PR 79

(DON't KNOW) . e e 2

68. Now | would like to ask you some questions about employment
employed part-time, unemployed, retired, or a homemaker?

Employed full-time..........cooiiiiii e 49
Employed part-time ... e 10
UNeMPIOYE ..ot e 7
RELIEA. ... s 29
HOMEMAKET ... e 4

(Don’'t KNOW/refused) ........coooiuiiiiieiieeieeiiieeeeee e e 2

. Are you currently employed full-time,

48
10

7
29
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Targeted
Natl. total districts
(n=1,000) (n=543)

ASK ONLY IF EMPLOYED/UNEMPLOYED/HOMEMAKER
69. At what age do you think you will retire?

LTS IE=1 a1 BT 0T =] (TR 7 8
LTI o1 O I 10 10
B — B s 39 40
B0 — 70 e 23 21
(o] o] [0 [T SO 6 5

(Don't know /refused) .........ueeeeeieiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee e 15 15

70. Just to make sure we have a representative sample, could you please tell me whether you are from a
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish-speaking background? [IF “NO”, ASK:] What is your race—white,
black, Asian or something else?

DO NOT READ

WHhItE/CAUCASIAN ...cvvieeeeeee ettt e e 78 82

Black/African AMEriCaN ........coovvvvveeieieeeeee e 12 9

HIiSPaniC/LatiNO.........ccoviiiiiiiiiee e 6 5

Asian/Pacific ISIaNder............cvvviiveiiiiee e, 1 1

Native American/American Indian..........ccoeeeeeveiiiiveeeeennnen. 0 1
[(® 11 1T o ISR 1 1
(Don't know/refused) ........ccevveiieiieiiiiee e 1 2



